In this issue, IJLEW has some "bell ringers" among its content of reviews, original research, and case reports. In fact, there are 2 kinds of "bell ringers": the first is innovative and the second in translational research.
Fang et al 1 studied the effects of Opuntia stricta H (Cactacea) extract spray in the rabbit ear model and found less hypertrophic scarring in the test group. They demonstrated that less scarring was associated with increased production of type III collagen and MMP1, as well as inhibition of type I collagen production. Very interesting observations with exciting potential for the development of a naturally occurring plant product that has been used in the traditional Chinese system of medicine.
Traditional systems have so much to offer-the news of the Nobel Prize in medicine in 2015 to Professor Tu Youyou from China for her work on Artemisi annua "baiing" is thrilling. It took the good professor years of painstaking effort to determine the critical low temperature needed for extraction of suitable ingredients; this was the first step towards success. Her collaborative work, also over decades, successfully established the value of the product at every level.
Zeun et al 2 reported that the absence of a foot pulse in the affected foot in diabetic subjects with osteomyelitis (N = 34) was statistically significantly associated with longer duration of antibiotic therapy to achieve remission in 8.7 (7) versus 15.9 (13.3), P = .003. This observation could have implications for managing the complicated diabetic foot: we wait to hear more about the predictive property of foot palpation, and its translation into use in saving at-risk feet.
Translating findings of innovative studies is the longest of all long roads: it is what we need to improve wound healing. The success of Nobel Prize winner Tu Youyou and her colleagues is a beacon of success to wound healers.
Incidentally, the newly formed Asain Wound Care Association (AWCA) had the first meeting in Kuala Lumpur in October 2015. The AWCA has aims to be a catalyst for research while promoting education in wound healing among Asian countries. IJLEW sends its felicitations to the AWCA.
